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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The examiner provided the following statement of reasons for 
allowance: "The prior art fails to teach a combination of all the limitations as 
claimed in the independent claim 1, wherein the claimed invention comprising a 
floatation device for eyeglasses having temples with a straight portion and a curved 
ear portion, said device having a body formed of a resilient, soft floatation material, 
said body having a longitudinal passage through which the temple can be threaded 
for resiliently gripping the straight portion of the temple, said passageway being 
substantially off centerline of the body whereby a minor portion of the body is on an 
inboard side of the temple and a major portion of the body is on an outboard side of 
the temple, as claimed. The prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest, by 
themselves or in combining with any other reference, to meet a combination of all 
the limitations as claimed in claims 1, 4. Therefore claims 1-10 could be allowable 
over the prior art of record." 
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Applicant endorses the examiner's recitation of the elements in the 
claims in the reasons for allowance unless it is intended that the claims are limited 
to the "specific" structure shown in the drawings or disclosed in the specification. 
On the contrary, it is applicant's intent that the claims be broadly construed under 
the doctrine of equivalents free from prosecution estoppel as applicant has not 
amended the claims with regard to the recited elements, nor otherwise commented 
on the elements, does not assent to limiting them, and asserts that there is no basis 
in the cited references for limiting them. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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